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CHAIRMAN’S 

INITIALS 

DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the proceedings of the Special meeting of the General Assembly of the 
Council held on Monday 17 February 2020. 

 
PRESENT: 
 

 

 

The Mayor Councillor R S L Perfitt 

The Deputy Mayor Councillor R M Currans 
 
 

Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE 
Councillor I D Armitt JP 
Councillor A E D Barham 
Councillor E H Ben Moussa 
Councillor S H Brown 
Councillor D Butler-Ruhle 
Councillor S P Butterfill 
Councillor L A Canham 
Councillor P Cutler 
Councillor M J Davis 
Councillor L H K Edie 
Councillor B Garden 
Councillor A Gaskin 
Councillor R Gosine 
Councillor S N Gosine 
Councillor K J Grehan 
Councillor D A Hammock 
Councillor P M Harman 
Councillor D E Hunnisett 
 

Councillor J A Kite, MBE 
Councillor A R Lloyd 
Councillor T A Maddison 
Councillor C S McLean 
Councillor D J Mote 
Councillor D T Nicklen 
Councillor A J Oakley-Dow 
Councillor V Oguntope 
Councillor T Oliver 
Councillor Mrs J A Ozog 
Councillor M I Peters 
Councillor D J Reynolds 
Councillor L J Reynolds 
Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE 
Councillor C J Shippam 
Councillor Mrs R F Storey 
Councillor D Swinerd 
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow 
Councillor R J Wells 
 

 
ABSENT: 
 

 

Councillor J Burrell 
Councillor R A S Jones 
 

 
 

77. PRAYERS: REVEREND HELEN REEVES  
 
The Mayor’s Chaplain led the Council in prayer. 
 

78. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Burrell and  
R A S Jones.  
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79. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

80. TO CONFER THE HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH OF 
DARTFORD UPON PATRICK FRANCIS COLEMAN  
 
The Leader of the Council, Councillor J A Kite MBE, set out the background to 
the decision to confer the Honorary Freedom of the Borough on Pat Coleman 
which had been announced at the Annual Council meeting on 22nd May 2019.  
 
The Leader of the Council moved the following motion: 
 
‘That, in pursuance of section 249 of the Local Government Act 1972, this 
Council do confer the Honorary Freedom of the Borough upon Patrick Francis 
Coleman in recognition of his extraordinary contribution to the lives of the 
people of Dartford throughout more than forty years of public service and do 
hereby admit Pat Coleman to the roll of Honorary Freemen of the Borough of 
Dartford’. 
 
He explained that this was a very special honour which was only rarely 
awarded and which reflected the outstanding nature of the service given by 
Pat Coleman during his 43 years on the Council. He paid tribute to Mr 
Coleman who he described as a ‘super-charged Councillor’ worthy of the 
description in the motion as an extraordinary man with a long career of 
commitment to the Borough and the people of Dartford. He said that his 
virtues could literally be spelt out in his name: 
 
P – Mr Coleman was a ‘people person’ rather than simply a ‘politician’, 
although that could easily have applied; 
 
A – Mr Coleman was ‘amiable,’ always friendly and never angry. 
 
T – Stood for ‘tenants’ who were at the very heart of the services for which Mr 
Coleman had Cabinet responsibility and in which he had a deep interest. He 
viewed people as being at the heart of Housing Services and had deeply 
benefitted the lives of thousands of tenants over his long career. This was a 
recurring thread which ran through his work on the Council. 
 
C – This could have stood for ‘Conservative’ but he was a man driven to serve 
the ‘Community.’ 
 
O – He was ‘onest’ (sic). A person who would always give an honest opinion 
and ‘considered advice’ which was invaluable. 
 
L – Stood for ‘Local’. He represented the people of Sutton-at-Hone and the 
Borough for 43 years and his ward was blessed to have him as their 
Councillor in so many ways. He was truly a man dedicated to his locality. 
 
E – ‘Energetic’. Mr Coleman never missed a meeting or an event, and during 
his years as Mayor had demonstrated great energy in attending events and 
raising money for good causes. 
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M – Stood for ‘Mrs Coleman’ who had supported Mr Coleman throughout his 
long career, and he would not have been the person he was without her 
support. He said that the couple were the ‘perfect pair’, the Torvill and Dean of 
Dartford, but didn’t fall over as much. 
A – stood for ‘altruistic’. Mr Coleman had never missed an opportunity to 
support his Mayoral charities and as a former Bank Manager was in heavy 
demand to serve as treasurer on many local charities and organisations. He 
and Mrs Coleman continued to support charitable work unstintingly. 
 
N – stood for ‘Not Funny (The Leader said with his tongue firmly in his 
cheek)’. Mr Coleman was famed for his jokes and puns, but they simply were 
‘Not Funny,’ but reflected a sense of fun.    
 
The Leader of the Council went on to comment about Mr Coleman’s big heart 
and generosity of spirit. He reflected on the support that he had been given by 
Mr Coleman when he first joined the Council and said that nobody was more 
deserving of the honour which the Council proposed to bestow upon him. He 
described the sacrifices that this long period of service involved in terms of 
time away from family and friends and hoped that the Honorary Freedom of 
the Borough demonstrated the Council’s gratitude to Mr & Mrs Coleman and 
would help to make up for these sacrifices, and that it came with the Council’s 
love and approval.        
 
The motion was seconded by the Deputy Leader of the Council, Councillor C 
J Shippam, who added his congratulations to Mr Coleman and commented on 
his compassion and humanity.  
 
Councillor Mrs A D Allen MBE endorsed the Leader’s comments and 
explained that she had known Mr Coleman before she joined the Council 
through his work with the local church and that he was unstinting in his 
support for the church and the community. Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow 
explained that as a near neighbour of Mr & Mrs Coleman she knew the couple 
well and that he had become a Councillor in an age before the internet when 
there were no emails or ansaphones and as a consequence he was a ‘front 
door man.’ The people of Sutton-at-Hone would knock on his door and he 
would help them. She said that Mr Coleman was an ‘excellent Councillor and 
a first class human being’ and a ‘special’ man from whom everyone could 
learn and who had been a good friend. She expressed the gratitude of the 
residents of Sutton-at-Hone for the work carried out by Mr Coleman in their 
service. 
 
Councillor T A Maddison offered his congratulations for a ‘truly well-deserved 
honour’ and said that Mr Coleman had been a great champion for the people 
of Dartford in providing services and decent homes, and had resisted moves 
to sell off the Council’s housing stock when this was under consideration. He 
was an advocate for having a good housing service and a good and kind 
person. 
 
Councillor A R Lloyd said that he had known Mr Coleman for more than thirty 
years and commented on the support provided by Mrs Coleman and their 
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shared sense of community. He commented on the Coleman’s fundraising 
activities for good causes and for their support for young people. 
 
Councillor L J Reynolds thanked Mr Coleman for his support as a fellow 
Sutton-at-Hone Councillor and commented on how well he was known in the 
local community. He said that the infrequency with which the Council awarded 
the Honorary Freedom of the Borough was a testament to its value and to the 
high regard in which Mr Coleman was held and that he could not think of a 
more deserving recipient.    
 
Councillor S P Butterfill passed on a message of thanks and support from 
former Councillor Bryan Read, who had known Mr Coleman & Mrs Coleman 
for many years and had many memories of good times spent together. 
Councillor Butterfill commented on his long service to the Borough, and to 
Swanscombe & Greenhithe, and expressed the Residents’ Associations’ 
congratulations on the proposed award. 
 
Councillor Mrs R A Currans thanked Mr Coleman for his help, support and 
humour and Councillor Mrs R F Storey thanked him for his support to her over 
many years dating back to when her husband had been a member of the 
Council. 
 
The Shadow Leader of the Council, Councillor S N Gosine, explained that 
although he did not know Mr Coleman personally, forty three years’ of service 
on the Council was a considerable achievement and he offered his 
congratulations on the proposed award. 
 
In drawing the tributes to a conclusion, the Mayor, Councillor R S L Perfitt, 
thanked Mr Coleman for everything that he had done, and for making his own 
puns seem funnier by comparison. He offered his congratulations on the 
honour which was about to be awarded. 
 
The motion was put to the vote and carried unanimously. 
 
It was RESOLVED: 
 
‘That, in pursuance of section 249 of the Local Government Act 1972, this 
Council do confer the Honorary Freedom of the Borough upon Patrick Francis 
Coleman in recognition of his extraordinary contribution to the lives of the 
people of Dartford throughout more than forty years of public service and do 
hereby admit Pat Coleman to the roll of Honorary Freemen of the Borough of 
Dartford’. 
 
The Mayor invited Mr Coleman to sign the Roll of Honorary Freemen of the 
Borough, which was then witnessed by the Mayor and by Mrs Sarah Martin, 
Strategic Director (Internal Services). The Mayor then presented Mr Coleman 
with a hand illuminated scroll to commemorate the conferment of the 
Honorary Freedom of the Borough. 
 
Mr Coleman addressed the meeting and thanked Members for their kind 
words and for conferring the Honorary Freedom of the Borough upon him. He 
thanked his family and friends for attending and, in particular, his cousin and 
his wife who had travelled from Yarmouth Port near Cape Cod to attend and 
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recounted his surprise at seeing them at a family gathering at the weekend. 
He also thanked the organisers of the ceremony and his family priest, Father 
Boyle for attending. He went on to recount his strong relationships with 
colleagues such as Tony Martin, the late Malcolm Nothard, whose wife was in 
attendance, and more latterly Councillor Lucas Reynolds who also 
represented Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley ward. He spoke of his election to the 
Council in 1976 alongside Keith Thurlow and the steep learning curve that 
had followed, and thanked Councillor Patsy Thurlow for her kind words, 
support and friendship. He explained that when he had first been elected his 
daughters had been young but now they were grown up and he had seven 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren. He paid tribute to his wife, 
Doreen, and to his family, and explained that he could not have achieved all 
the things that he had without them. He outlined his interest in housing 
services and his pride in being the Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Housing 
Services for the past fifteen years and how the Council’s housing services had 
developed during that time. He thanked the Head of Housing Services, Peter 
Dosad, and the Repairs & Maintenance Manager, Paul Koster, in particular for 
their work in delivering first rate housing services. He referred to earlier 
comments about his penchant for jokes and puns, and recounted some 
examples. Mr Coleman said that he had been very proud to serve as 
Dartford’s Mayor on three occasions with his wife Doreen at his side and that 
he could not have done it without her. He said that he had some lovely 
memories that he would cherish and thanked the Leader of the Council, the 
Mayor and Members for the honour that had been bestowed upon him. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting the Mayor invited Mrs Coleman to come to 
the front of the dais where the Leader of the Council presented her with a 
bouquet of flowers.  
            
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.10 pm 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 MAYOR 
 


